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A good standard of literacy enables access to the curriculum, educational achievement and increased employment opportunities.  Given the high stakes, literacy research has advanced considerably over the past decade.  Significant steps have been taken to refine best practice, harmonise the ways in which children learn with the ways that reading is taught, and find better ways to support those who struggle to decipher or comprehend the written word.  
Yet the difficulties in achieving a good standard of literacy have increased; for example:
· Pupils come from diverse linguistic backgrounds, with English known or believed to be an additional language for 16% of primary pupils and 11.6% of secondary pupils in state-funded schools (Department for Education, January 2010).  

· Technology and finance have become integral parts of daily life with fast-developing complexities which demand their own language, so presenting further forms of literacy that children must acquire.  

· Although 73% of households in the UK have internet access, there is great disparity: the figure rises to 83% in London but falls to 59% in the North East (Office of National Statistics, 2010).
Consequently, the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Education is holding an inquiry into the barriers to literacy and how these can be overcome so that no pupil is denied access to the curriculum.  The inquiry will explore the expectations of literacy standards of different sectors of society and develop a better picture of the standards children and young people are reaching.

We intend to develop a clear set of practical recommendations, so that the inquiry is useful to both educationalists and policymakers.

The APPG is keen to engage with a wide range of organisations and individuals including schools, colleges and universities; teachers, literacy co-ordinators, lecturers and education professionals; employers and representative bodies; local authorities; parents and carers; literacy associations and researchers; educational publishers and suppliers; and other stakeholder organisations.

Terms of Reference 

The Inquiry seeks written evidence in response to the following questions:

1. The value of literacy: What is the value of literacy, as seen through the eyes of:

a. Pupils;

b. Teachers;

c. Employers and wider society?

2. Literacy rates: In order to develop a more granular understanding of the literacy landscape:

a. How should we characterise literacy rates?  How should we measure literacy?
b. What patterns of literacy can be discerned?  How common is weak literacy?  

3. Expectations: What expectations of young people’s literacy should we have?  Have they changed over time, and if so, why?

4. Barriers to literacy: What anomalies and barriers do you see within literacy policy and teaching?

5. Successful approaches: To help the APPG create a practical set of approaches and recommendations:

a. How can those barriers to literacy and anomalies within policy and practice be overcome?  
b. What successes have there been in raising literacy rates and standards?  
c. What lessons can be learnt and what approaches could be applied more widely? 
In addition, the APPG for Education would welcome details of any relevant research carried out by your organisation which it would be willing to share with the Inquiry.

How to submit evidence

Responses to the terms of reference: The APPG for Education welcomes evidence in response to the terms of reference from individuals and organisations.  Submissions should include a contact name, contact details and organisational details as appropriate.
The deadline for submissions is Friday 13th May 2011.  
We would prefer responses to be submitted by email to educationappg@ranelagh.info as an attachment in MS Word or Rich Text format, although you can send your evidence to:

APPG for Education Literacy Inquiry

c/o Ranelagh International Ltd
One Ranelagh Road

London

SW1V 3EX
Online questionnaires: Questionnaires are available for universities and employers:
· Employers: https://appg-employer.questionpro.com
· Universities: https://appg-education.questionpro.com
Inquiry timelines

	Date
	Activity

	January 2011 to

13th May
	Terms of Reference circulated and

written evidence received

	March
	Questionnaires for teachers, literacy co-ordinators, universities and employers distributed 

	20th and 24th May
	Panel discussion sessions

	May to June
	Report drafted

	Early July
	Report published


The final report and its recommendations will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Education for consideration and response.
About the APPG for Education
The APPG for Education explores how maintaining a dialogue between the education sector and Parliament can support improvements in schools and colleges.  The British Educational Suppliers Association (BESA) provides the Secretariat of the APPG.
Any questions?

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Ferelith Gaze, APPG for Education Secretariat, by emailing educationappg@ranelagh.info or calling 020 7828 3364.
For updates on the progress of the inquiry please visit www.educationappg.org.uk.
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