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Roundtable Discussion
· The literacy landscape and social mobility
· How do children and young people perceive literacy?
· What do society and business expect of young people; have expectations changed over time?
· Does society give children and young people mixed messages about literacy?
· Government policy

· What will the impact of the Government’s phonics policy be?

· Looking at the Government’s literacy policy:

· How much will it affect current teaching practice?
· What are the problems within it – what anomalies exist, and what is missing?
· What are the positive aspects, what do you expect to be successful?

· What policy approaches haven’t worked in the past, and why?

· What literacy policy or policy changes would best support social mobility? 
· To what extent do Government departments besides DfE – such as BIS and DH – affect literacy rates?

· Challenges and barriers

· What other factors affect literacy, and how would you characterise their impact?, for example:

· Advances in technology

· Unidentified special educational needs
· Transitions between school stages

· Home life, and home support for reading and learning
· Successful approaches

· What successes have your organisations seen?
· Why do you think they were successful?
· Recommendations
· What are the key areas to improve?  What steps would you take to improve and maintain literacy rates?
· What should be avoided?  What lessons can we learn from past approaches?
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